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DELAWARE VALLEY LGBT ELDER INTIATIVE SUMMIT

As the number and proportion of older Americans is increasing, the number
of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender older adults is increasing as well. Aging
and the need for services that may accompany it present special challenges for the
LGBT community.

To begin to recognize these challenges and identify ways of addressing them,
CARIE and several other leading Philadelphia organizations are convening a
Summit to launch the Delaware Valley LGBT Elder Initiative. The Summit will
bring together members the LGBT communities and aging services network. The
organizers of the Delaware Valley LGBT Elder Initiative Summit include, in
addition to CARIE, the SeniorLAW Center, the Mazzoni Center, The William Way
Community Center, Philadelphia Corporation for Aging, the Philadelphia Mayor’s
Task Force on LGBT Affairs, Bucks County Area Agency on Aging, Chester
County Department of Aging Services, Delaware County Office of Services for the
Aging, Montgomery County Office of Aging and Adult Services, the Health
Federation of Philadelphia, the Delaware Valley Legacy Fund, the Penn LGBT
Center, and the Philadelphia Gay News. In addition, we are working with Victoria
Cargill, Director of Minority Research and Clinical Studies of the NIH Office of
AIDS Research and community activists from the area LGBT communities.

The goals of the Summit are:

o To initiate a conversation between aging service providers and
members of the LGBT communities

0 To increase awareness of the experiences, challenges and issues of
older LGBT adults

0 Toincrease LGBT older adults’ awareness of services and resources
available within the aging services network

o To identify ways of reaching out to older LGBT adults who may be
isolated within communities in the 5-County Delaware Valley region

o To advance advocacy on policy issues of significance for LGBT older
adults

o To identify specific action steps toward implementation the outcomes
of the Summit

The Delaware Valley LGBT Elder Initiative Summit to be held on October
15™ will be a day-long conference including panel discussions and working groups
as well as a screening of “Gen Silent”, a new documentary by Stu Maddux that
follows the lives of several Boston LGBT elders as they confront the challenges
and discrimination of a health care system that is unprepared at best--and overtly
hostile at worst--when it comes to meeting their needs.

The Delaware Valley LGBT Elder Initiative Summit is a significant step
toward assuring that all older adults in the Delaware Valley are respected and able
to receive the services they need and deserve.
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